A measuring instrument of the facilitator process of the Quixoteism: the transcendent change orientation

Sergio Salgado & Luis Oceja
Universidad Autonoma de Madrid (Spain)

sergiosalgados@yahoo.es

LYo yerio))]

v Within social psychology, regarding the motives that can lead us to make a prosocial behavior, four types have been proposed: egoism, principalism, altruism and collectivism (e.g. Batson, Ahmad & Lishner, 2009). The difference of
these four motives lies on the ultimate goal that characterizes them. Thus, the ultimate goal of egoism Is to improve its own welfare, of altruism is to improve the welfare of an individual, of collectivism is to improve the welfare of a
group, and of principalism is to uphold a personal principle.

v We recently proposed the existence of “Quixoteism”, a motive whose ultimate goal is to improve the welfare of the world.

v According to this approach, the process that facilitates the activation of Quixoteism is the transcendent change orientation, and its behavioral consequence is the performance of high-cost prosocial action (Oceja & Salgado, 2008;
Salgado, 2009; Salgado & Oceja 2010).

v" The objective of the present research was to develop a questionnaire (Orientations to Prosocial Action: OPA) that contained a scale of the transcendent change orientation. Two studies were conducted. In Study 1, the internal consistency
and factor structure of OPA was analyzed. In Study 2, the relationship of OPA with prosocial behavior was tested

Study 1 (N = 271 undergtaduates students, 226 female and 39 male; M = 20,13; Dt = 5,69)

Study 2 (N = 70 undergraduates students, 59 female and 11 male; M = 20,88; Dt = 7,16
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GENERALCONCLUSIONS

v"We have presented a new instrument for studying the antecedents of prosocial behavior.
ne main contribution of this instrument iIs a scale created specifically to measure the process facilitator of the Quixoteism: the transcendent change orientation.
ne results obtained In Study 1 supported preliminary internal consistency, validity and fit of the model proposed.
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Study 2 was tested the predictive validity of the TCO, and, at tr
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future research, the instrument must be improved with more ite
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